and North America (Johnson & Albright, 1991) , inducing mortalities and having serious effects on appetance and, consequently, growth. Figure  1 shows the depression in appetite (expressed as a percentage of body weight consumed per day) coinciding with bath treatments, and in week 23 also due to high sea lice infestation. Salmon of 3.1 kg mean weight were sampled weekly in the second year of the production cycle.
Five fish were sampled in each of six cages selected at random. Lice graze the epidermal surface and, if left untreated, fish will die from osmoregulatory failure (Wootten, Smith & Needham, 1982 Reduction in feed intake due to high chalimus numbers per fish and starvation during sea lice treatments with hydrogen peroxide (marked by Tx). prolonged period reduced sensitivity to the medicine such as dichlorvos may occur (Jones et ah, 1992 (Fig. 4) . Vogel (1978) . (Fig. 6 ).
Hydrogen peroxide concentration was analysed by the potassium permanganate titration method after Vogel (1978) .
Results and discussion
The concentration of residual hydrogen peroxide varied considerably between treatments, from 50 to 400 ppm 5-15 minutes from the tarpaulin being dropped. Low concentrations of hydrogen peroxide can still be toxic to salmon (Thomassen, 1993) and 
